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T he original town of Rogers was a tightly 
formed rural town with predominately 
residential neighborhoods and a small 

downtown area along Main Street. Located in 
northwest Hennepin County and incorporated as 
a City in 1914, Rogers has always been the central, 
urbanized area within Hassan Township. Over the 
years, Rogers has grown as the Twin Cities metro 
area has expanded outward to it and regional 
transportation corridors have connected Rogers 
with both the Twin Cities and St. Cloud. Due to its 
strategic location between these two larger urban 
areas, Rogers has a long history as a hub along major 
regional transportation corridors, first the railroad 
line, followed by MN Highway 152, and now I-94 
and TH 101.

Historic development

Rogers’ original downtown developed adjacent to 
a railroad corridor similar to other small towns in 
North Hennepin County. Downtown Rogers was 
also located at the intersection of two major regional 
roadways that were part of the early national 
highway system: MN Highways 152 and 101. In fact, 

Main Street used to be MN Highway 101, which was 
a long-distance rural highway providing a primary 
north-south route through western Hennepin County, 
crossing the Crow River, and connecting to Elk River 
to the north. MN Highway 152, which is CSAH 
81 today, was a primary northwest route between 
Minneapolis and Elk River, as well as the two major 
river crossings in North Hennepin County: MN 
Highway 101 and U.S. Highway 52 (which is TH 169 
today). As Highway 152 gained more prominence 
in the highway system, commercial and industrial 
businesses developed along this important roadway 
corridor. When the federal interstate highway 
system was constructed in the Twin Cities region, 
I-94 replaced Highway 152 as the primary northwest 
route from Minneapolis and as the primary crossing 
of the Crow River in this area. MN Highway 152 
was turned back to Hennepin County and became 
CSAH 81 and MN Highway 101 became CSAH 
101. I-94 has become the major regional roadway 
corridor connecting the Twin Cities metro area and 
St. Cloud. 

Land development in Rogers has historically 
occurred in relation to the major transportation 
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corridors, first railroad and then roadway. As the 
Twin Cities metro area and the regional highway 
system have grown, commercial and industrial land 
uses have been attracted to the plentiful undeveloped 
land along the regional roadway corridors that offer 
opportunities for large development sites with good 
roadway access and visibility. 

Rogers has retained its original Main Street and 
downtown area, which is located just south of 
I-94 and CSAH 81. Downtown still contains older 
buildings that are oriented to the street, as well as 
community facilities, including the fire station, 
police station, community rooms building, churches, 
schools, library, and post office. However, the existing 
mix of businesses on Main Street and its high traffic 
levels do not create a very desirable destination for 
pedestrians. John Milless Drive & Memorial Drive 
create a downtown loop road that serves and defines 
downtown, including connections to CSAH 81 and 
TH 101.

Both north and south of the I-94 corridor, a significant 
amount of commercial and industrial square footage 
has been built since the 1970s. More recently, a 
significant amount of retail development has been 
developed along both the I-94 and Highway 101 
corridors north of the original downtown area. The 
focal point of the community’s retail stores and 
services is increasingly shifting from downtown to 
the north side of the I-94 corridor. 

community’s landscape and 
natural resources

The Rogers area is fairly flat with gently rolling 
hills and some wooded areas. Hassan Township 
surrounds Rogers and is in transition from an 
agricultural area to a rural residential community. 
While the land has been suitable for farming, its clay 
soils are difficult to serve with on-site septic systems 
for residential homes. The Crow River runs north of 
Rogers forming the northern boundary of Hassan 
Township and flows eastward to the Mississippi 
River. Fox Creek, which runs through southwest 
Rogers, flows northeast to the Crow River. Cowley 
Lake is located in western Rogers and Grass Lake 
is located along Rogers’ eastern boundary.  Many 
wetlands are present throughout the community.

To the east of Rogers is the Elm Creek Park Reserve, 
located in Dayton, and to the west is the Crow-Hassan 
Park Reserve. These two large park reserves, which 
are owned and managed by the Three Rivers Park 
District, preserve the natural features of the area and 
provide open space and recreation opportunities for 
residents.  

regional planning area 
designation

In the Metropolitan Council’s 2030 Regional 
Development Framework, communities are 
identified according to their geographic planning 
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area designation. These designations correspond 
to a range of strategies that communities can use to 
accommodate expected growth. The Metropolitan 
Council has designated the City of Rogers as a 
developing community geographic planning area. A  
significant portion of the future annexation area in 
Hassan Township is designated as a diversified rural 
geographic planning area. 

Developing community areas are cities where 
more than 15% of the land is still available for 
future development. The Regional Development 
Framework’s focus for developing communities is 
accommodating projected population & employment 
growth, supporting centers along corridors, 
encouraging connected land use patterns for new 
development, and encouraging the development of 
communities where shopping, jobs and a variety of 
housing options are provided by design.

Diversified rural community areas are lands that 
are not currently needed for urban development, 
but should be preserved for post-2030 development. 
These areas are anticipated to support a wide 

variety of farm and non-farm land uses, including 
agriculture, a limited amount of rural large-lot  
residential, clustered housing, and non-residential 
uses that require a rural location. Any development 
in diversified rural community areas should preserve 
natural resources, protect the rural environment, 
provide groundwater aquifer recharge areas that 
helps protect the region’s water supply, and utilize 
alternative wastewater treatment systems rather 
than regional urban services. 

Forecasted growtH

The Metropolitan Council establishes population, 
households, and employment projections for the Twin 
Cities region and each local community within the 
metro area. Table 2.1 shows the Metropolitan Council’s 
forecasts for the City of Rogers. These forecasts were 
revised in November 2008. The projections for 2010 
only reflect the City of Rogers, while the forecasts 
for 2020 and 2030 include the annexation of Hassan 
Township. These growth forecasts are prepared to 
facilitate planning for wastewater, transportation 

1990 2000

Metropolitan Council Revised Forecasts
2010 2020 2030

Population 698 3,588 8,510 15,000 21,200
Households 259 1,195 2,940 5,500 8,200
Employment 1,775 4,208 8,100 12,000 15,500

Table 2.1: Metropolitan Council 
Revised Forecasts, November 2008. 
Revised forecasts for 2010 reflect 
present City jurisdiction. Revised 
forecasts for 2020 and 2030 reflect the 
annexation of Hassan Township. 

Figure 2.1: Metropolitan Council 
Geographic Planning Areas.

Metropolitan Council ‘s     
Definitions of Regional Geographic 

Planning Areas 

“Developing community” — cities 
where more than 15% of the land is 

still available for future development 

“Diversified rural community” — 
lands that are not currently needed 

for urban development, but should be 
preserved for post-2030 development, 

and support a wide variety of farm 
and non-farm land uses
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and other regional system investments. Planning is 
conducted at a regional level to ensure efficiency in 
the development and operations of regional systems 
needed to accommodate the regions projected 
growth by the year 2030. 

current demograpHics 

A comprehensive plan focuses most closely on the 
physical aspects of community, including land use, 
transportation, utilities, parks and trails. Planning 
must recognize that the physical and social aspects 
are intertwined. The land use and development 
pattern of a community influence:

characteristics of people who live there. •

where people work. •

where people go to obtain goods and services. •

places for interaction among residents. •

In turn, the characteristics of the population influence 
many aspects of the community:

demands for goods and services. •

demands for public services (public safety,  •

recreation, social services, education).

economic capacity to support both private  •

businesses and local government.

It is impossible to plan for the future without a 
careful examination of the demographic, social and 
economic characteristics of the community.  What 

characteristics exist today and are likely to be the 
same in 2030?  How is the community changing and 
how might these trends influence the future?  Do 
these characteristics point to potential public actions 
through the Comprehensive Plan?

The best available data for this investigation of the 
City’s current socio-economic demographics comes 
from the U.S. Census, which is updated every ten 
years. The most recent available data is the 2000 
Census, so this Comprehensive Plan Update is based 
on 2000 Census data, trends from 1990-2000, and 
comparisons to Hennepin County and metro area 
level data. The Census describes many important 
aspects of Rogers and its population. Following is a 
brief summary of findings from the 2000 U.S. Census 
data. Appendix A contains a more substantial 
summary of Census data and charts.

Population Size

Rogers’ population has been increasing dramatically 
recently. From 1990 to 2000, Rogers’ population 
grew from 698 to 3,588 residents, a 414% increase. 
The Metropolitan Council’s most recent population 
estimate for the City of Rogers was 6,971 people 
as of April 1, 2007, which is nearly a 100% increase 
since 2000. Current long-term projections by the 
Metropolitan Council estimate a population of 14,400 
in 2020 and 24,200 in 2030.
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Population Age

In 2000, the median age of Rogers’ population was 
31.0 years, which is lower than both Hennepin 
County (33.1 years) and the metro area (34.2 years). 
Rogers’ median age decreased from 1990 to 2000 as 
a result of significantly higher population growth 
in the younger age groups. As a percentage of the 
population, the 20-44 year old age group increased 
from 40.3% to 47.9% and the youngest age group 
(under 5 years) increased from 7% to 14.6%. Although 
the population over 65 years increased from 59 to 
189 people, this age group declined as a percentage 
of the population from 8.5% to 5.3%.

Household Size

From 1990 to 2000, the number of households 
increased from 259 to 1,195, a 361% increase. The 
Metropolitan Council’s most recent household 
estimate for the City of Rogers was 2,440 households 
as of April 1, 2007, which is a 100% increase since 
2000. Average household size increased from 2.69 
to 2.98 people, which is the opposite of the trend of 
declining household sizes in many communities, 
Hennepin County, and Minnesota. Rogers’ average 
household size of 2.98 in 2000 was higher than 
Hennepin County’s (2.83) and the metro area (2.56). 

Household Types

From 1990 to 2000, Rogers’ distribution of household 
types changed significantly relating to the balance of 
family versus non-family households. The percentage 
of family households in the community increased 
from 66.8% to 82.2%, and, correspondingly, non-
family households decreased from 33.2% to 17.8%. 
Compared to Hennepin County and the metro area, 
Rogers had a substantially higher proportion of 
households consisting of married couples with kids 
under 18 years of age with 49% of all households 
in 2000. Hennepin County had 34% and the metro 
area had 26% in 2000. In addition, average family 
household size was higher in Rogers at 3.31 people, 
whereas, Hennepin County’s was 3.26 and the metro 
area’s was 3.15. 

Income

Rogers’ median household income in 2000 was 
$73,143 and median family income was $76,984. 
These figures are somewhat higher than the medians 
for Hennepin County and the metro area. Per capita 
income in Rogers was $25,485, which is lower than 
Hennepin County’s ($28,789) and similar to the 
metro area’s ($26,219). These figures reflect Rogers’ 
higher ratio of  family households, which typically 
raises average income per household but lowers per 
capita income. 
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Marital Status

Of the community’s population that was age 15 
& older in 2000, approximately 75% of the people 
were married. This proportion is significantly higher 
than Hennepin County’s (50%) and the metro area’s 
(55%). 

Educational Attainment

The percentage of Rogers’ residents who had 
attended college increased sharply between 1990 and 
2000 from 40.5% to 70.5%. Less than 7% of the 2000 
population had not graduated from high school. 
In 2000, approximately 45% of the population had 
earned a post-secondary degree, which is similar to 
Hennepin County (46%) and the metro area (41%). 

Participation in the Labor Force

From 1990 to 2000, the percentage of the population 
that participated in the labor force increased from 
74% to 80%, which is somewhat higher than for 
Hennepin County (70%) and the metro area (72%). 
In 2000, only 3% of the population was unemployed, 
whereas, 17% of Rogers’ residents reported 
themselves as not in the labor force.

Occupations

Occupations of Rogers’ residents are fairly similar 
to the distribution of occupations for Hennepin 
County and metro area residents. 39% of Rogers’ 
residents are employed in management/professional 
jobs, followed by sales/office at 32%, production/
transportation at 12%, construction/extraction/
maintenance at 8%, and service jobs at 8%.

Work Commuting

From 1990 to 2000, the percentage of Rogers’ working 
residents that drove alone to work increased from 
74.9% to 82.2%. The number of working residents 
who reported carpooling to work grew with the rate 
of population growth, holding steady at 12% of work 
commuting trips. A small percentage of working 
residents (less than 1%) use public transportation for 
commuting to work, compared to 7% for Hennepin 
County and 4% for the metro area. Corresponding to 
these trends, 82% of housing units in Rogers had two 
or more vehicles, as compared to 53% for Hennepin 
County and 61% for the metro area.  

Employment Base

Rogers is a net importer of employment. In 2000, 
2,051 Rogers’ residents were participating in the labor 
force, whereas, Rogers was the place of employment 
for 4,208 employees. 
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Housing Types

In 2000, Rogers’ housing stock was predominately 
single-family detached houses (detached and 
attached) at 93.5% of its total housing stock. Between 
1990 and 2000, 1,035 new housing units were added 
in Rogers, including 921 single-family detached units 
and 132 single-family attached units. There were very 
few options for housing, particularly ownership, 
with a density above one unit per building. Rogers’ 
housing stock was significantly less diverse than 
Hennepin County and the metro area, which had 
71% and 80% single-family housing, respectively.

Implications of Current 
Demographic Findings

As a fast growing community at the edge of the 
Twin Cities metro area, the demographics of 
Rogers indicate significant changes that need to be 
understood by the community as it plans for the 
future. Rogers’ is experiencing major shifts in the 
characteristics of its residents and households that 
have impacts on the community’s needs for housing, 
services, jobs, transportation, and recreation. 

Rogers location at the growing edge of the metro 
area and availability of new family-oriented housing 
is attracting young families in particular and shifting 
the community’s demographics to be dominated 
by this age group. For example, Rogers’ average 
household size has been increasing, however, this 
trend will peak and most likely decline at some 

point, in line with the metro, state and national 
demographic trends. As the community gets larger 
and these families age, there will be increasing needs 
for housing options for a wider variety of residents 
and household types. 

As the U.S. Census data shows, Rogers’ demographics 
are currently significantly different from those of 
Hennepin County and the metro area in general. 
In order for the community to be sustainable long-
term, it will be important to plan for neighborhoods, 
services, transportation, and recreation facilities 
that not only serve the current and projected 
demographics but are also adaptable to changing 
demographics. For example, parks that are designed 
for young families moving in today may need to 
be adapted to a broader group of residents in the 
future. Likewise, planning for neighborhoods and 
shopping areas that would be attractive for a variety 
of household types will ensure that the community 
remains a desirable place in the face of unpredictable 
changes in the future. 
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