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T he Community Vision and Guiding 
Principles are intended to embody the 
community’s desires and intentions for 

its long-term future. The community vision for 2030 
creates a picture of what citizens generally want the 
community to become over the next twenty years 
and describes its critical elements. The community 
vision provides the foundation, big picture view and 
inspiration for the Comprehensive Plan’s goals and 
policies relating to land use, housing, transportation, 
public infrastructure, downtown, parks, trails and 
the environment. Rogers’ community vision and 
guiding principles were formed based on input from 
the City Council, Planning Commission and the 
general public.

2030 community ViSion FoR 
RoGERS

Rogers is on the rise as a thriving and growing regional 
hub that takes advantage of its unique location at the 
edge of the Twin Cities metropolitan region, within the 
Interstate 94 growth corridor between the Twin Cities and 
St. Cloud, and on the main routes to northern Minnesota 
recreational lake destinations. Rogers is the main 

commercial, industrial and travel hub in northwestern 
Hennepin County. In step with continuing regional 
growth and expansion of the regional roadway and transit 
systems, Rogers is committed to growing as a regional 
center for industries, retail businesses and jobs.

As a local community, Rogers is a well-balanced, full-
service city that meets citizens’ desires for living, working, 
shopping and playing. The community takes great pride in 
its small town atmosphere of strong neighborhoods, local 
schools, community churches and organizations, excellent 
public services, and a traditional downtown. To ensure 
that Rogers has a unique community identity long into 
the future, Rogers keeps its eye on preserving its small 
town character and enhancing its original downtown area. 
To balance the community’s local and regional functions, 
the community will diligently plan for improving 
transportation accessibility within Rogers. Rogers views 
its continuing growth and change as opportunities to 
create an even better local community for citizens.

As the city grows, particularly with the annexation 
of Hassan Township, Rogers values and is focused on 
maintaining its identity as a city at the urban/rural 
edge of the Twin Cities metro area. The city is virtually 
surrounded by natural areas, including the Crow River, 

Main Street in Downtown Rogers

Rogers Fire Station & Community Room 
Building in Downtown Rogers
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Fox Creek and Rush Creek, lakes to the east and west, two 
regional park reserves, and the rural countryside. Through 
strategic planning of growth areas and the parks, open 
space and trail system, the city is committed to preserving 
the unique sense of place and livability of the community.

GuidinG pRinciplES

The following guiding principles are intended to 
provide additional clarity to the community vision. 
The guiding principles provide a means for guiding 
and evaluating key elements of the plan’s vision and 
future efforts to achieve the vision.

Maintain Rogers’ Small Town 
Character

The community values its small town heritage and 
character as a key element of its sense of identity. 
As Rogers grows, the scale, pattern and character 
of new development should reflect a small town 
environment rather than the typical suburban types 
of development. In line with the character of small 
towns, Rogers should maintain its central downtown, 
provide community gathering places and create a 
definable town edge. New residential neighborhoods 
should be designed with strong connections to 
adjacent developed neighborhoods, civic amenities, 
the natural landscape, and the community’s system 
of streets and pathways.

Revitalize the Original Downtown 
& Main Street as a Traditional 
Downtown District

Community growth should be planned and 
designed to support the revitalization of Rogers’ 
original downtown and Main Street as a traditional 
downtown district. Typical downtown retail, 
service, civic and residential uses should be located 
downtown rather than scattered around the 
community. Buildings, streets and public gathering 
places are designed to create a unique sense of 
place for the Rogers community that attracts local 
residents and workers, as well as tourists. Through 
improvements to the regional roadway network, 
downtown redevelopment and street redesign, 
Main Street should evolve from a high traffic county 
highway to a traditional community Main Street.     

Expand Variety of Housing Options

Rogers’ existing housing is predominately single-
family detached houses relatively similar in style 
because they were built within a relatively short 
timeframe. The community encourages the addition 
of other housing types to the mix that will enable 
more people’s housing preferences/needs to be met, 
provide options that are more affordable, and make 
it possible for residents to continue living in the 
community as their lifecycle housing needs change. 

Small town character of Downtown Rogers

Single-family detached houses are a defining 
element of Rogers’ small town character

Attached townhouses are an example of 
increased housing options in Rogers 
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Grow Rogers’ Regional Industrial & 
Business Center

As a community with excellent access and visibility 
to the regional transportation system and a location 
in the heart of the Interstate 94 growth corridor 
between the Twin Cities and St. Cloud, Rogers 
will retain and grow its competitive advantage as 
a regional industrial and business center. In order 
to improve the long-term sustainability of this 
regional employment center, the community seeks 
to diversify the mix of businesses, particularly by 
increasing office land uses with new development. In 
addition, the community will coordinate the growth 
of this regional employment center with adjacent 
communities, Hassan Township and Dayton, to 
optimize future development near the proposed I-94 
& Brockton Lane interchange.

Sustain a Strong Economy with a 
Balanced Development Mix 

Rogers has traditionally had one of the highest jobs-
to-households ratios in the Twin Cities metropolitan 
region. Although future residential development 
is planned to grow more than commercial and 
industrial development, the community is committed 
to maintaining a healthy balance of land uses and a 
high jobs-to-households ratio as a key strategy for 
sustaining a strong local economy and reducing the 
property tax burden for residents.   

Manage and Improve Regional 
Highway Retail Areas

As a community with several federal, state and 
county highways traversing through it and a major 
crossroads area between the Twin Cities metro area, 
St. Cloud metro area and recreational destinations to 
the north, the community is an attractive area for the 
development of highway-oriented retail development 
that serves much larger regional and tourist markets. 
While the community supports the regional retail 
area, the community is committed to strategically 
managing future expansion of highway retail and 
establishing high quality design standards for these 
retail areas in order to enhance the community’s 
overall image, lessen potential incompatibilities 
with surrounding local development and improve 
transportation circulation for local residents and 
businesses. 

Improve Transportation 
Connections, Access and 
Compatibility with Development

Although the community’s location along the 
regional transportation system is an asset from a 
regional perspective, it presents major challenges 
for transportation connectivity and access at the 
local level. The regional highway system and the 
railroad corridor act as major barriers within the 
community due to the limited number of crossings 

Rogers is a regional industrial & business 
center 

Rogers is a regional retail center 

Regional transportation corridors pass 
through Rogers
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of these corridors and the high levels of regional 
traffic on the highways. The community seeks to 
mitigate these negative impacts by incorporating 
local transportation needs into improvements to 
the regional system, improving the connectivity of 
non-regional roadways, creating stronger pathway 
connections, and improving the design of buffer 
areas between regional transportation corridors and 
adjacent developments. 

Expand and Improve Public 
Infrastructure/Services to Meet 
Residential & Business Needs

As the community continues to grow, the City will 
rigorously evaluate the needs and opportunities 
to expand and improve public infrastructure and 
services, including the sanitary sewer system, water 
supply system, stormwater and surface water quality 
management, local streets, sidewalks and pathways.

Connect an Extensive Recreational 
& Natural Open Space System to 
Serve All Areas of the Community

As the community grows in size and population, 
it becomes increasingly important for residents to 
have access to public recreational and natural areas 
as a key element of a high quality of life. The City 
will strive to design and provide a balanced and 
sustainable system of parks, natural open spaces, 

athletic facilities, and trails consistent with the 
community’s unique sense of place.

Establish and Preserve Distinct 
Community Edges  

As a means to preserve Rogers’ identity as a unique 
and freestanding community and enhance the 
livability of the community long into the future, 
the community’s edges should be generally 
established and their character defined. In general, 
the community desires its edges to reflect the 
existing natural landscape, including the river, 
creeks, lakes and two regional park reserves, and the 
existing rural countryside. New development near 
the community’s edges should be designed to be 
compatible with the desired development character 
of that particular edge and coordinated with the  
land use planning and development character of the 
adjacent community.

Rogers parks, open space & trails system

Local access to schools is an important 
community amenity  

Establish and preserve distinct community 
edges  


