
Rogers Comprehensive Plan 5-1

5 Parks, Open Space & Trails

December 2009

P arks, open space, and trails are essential 
elements in preserving community 
character and enhancing quality of life.  The 

vision for Rogers’ parks, open space and trail system 
over the next 20 years is to create a balanced system 
of parks, athletic facilities, recreation programs, 
connected natural areas, and trails within the 
context of responsible land stewardship, long-term 
sustainability, and economic vitality. 

The Parks, Open Space, and Trails Chapter is based 
on the City’s 2008 Parks, Open Space and Trail 
System Plan (POST System Plan) and provides a 
summary of important features of the plan.  The 
city’s system is intrinsically linked with the school 
district and Hassan Township, and it is anticipated 
that all three entities together will provide for the 
future recreation needs of the merged Rogers/Hassan 
community in 2030.  The City of Rogers will primarily 
focus on providing athletic facilities, traditional 
parks, and linking trails, while Hassan Township 
will focus on natural open space and destination 
trails. The City will continue to coordinate with the 
school district on providing shared athletic facilities. 

Because achieving a complete system is dependent 
on three separate entities, any change in one entity’s 
plans or in the relationship between entities would 
significantly affect planning outcomes.

Parks

The City of Rogers will primarily focus on providing 
traditional recreational parks and athletic facilities.  
This will be a combination of neighborhood parks, 
community parks, and athletic complexes. Crow-
Hassan Regional Park, located in Hassan Township, 
is owned and operated by Three Rivers Park District 
and  complements parks within the city’s system.

Neighborhood Parks

Neighborhood parks are the basic unit of the park 
system and serve a recreational and social purpose.  
Park development will focus on informal recreation. 
Programmed activities are typically limited to youth 
sports practices, and very occasionally, games.

Today, there are five (5) neighborhood parks in 
Rogers: Sunnyside Park, Fox Creek West Park, 
Meadow Brook Park, Triangle Park, and North 

The parks, athletic facilities, open 
space, and trail system within Rogers 
is intrinsically interconnected with 
School District facilities and Hassan 
Township’s parks and trail
system plan, for mutual benefit 
of residents living in the city and 
township.
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Figure 5.1 Parks, Open Space 
and Trail System Master Plan. 

* Rogers and Hassan 
Township’s City Boundary 
reflect conditions as of 2008.
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Community Athletic Complex (portion that contains 
a kids’ play structure).  

As illustrated on the POST System Master Plan, 
Figure 5.1, there are ten (10) areas within the City and 
the Township where new neighborhood parks will be 
needed as development occurs.  These parks should 
be built in conjunction with new development and 
the actual number of new parks will be contingent 
on the extent of future residential development and 
annexation.  

Community Parks

Community parks typically focus on meeting 
community–based recreation needs as well as 
preserving unique landscapes and open spaces.  
Amenities commonly found in these parks include: 
neighborhood park amenities at a larger scale, 
larger group picnic facilities, trail systems, open 
maintained green space for passive and active uses, 
winter activities such as ice skating, sledding, and 
skiing, and special use facilities.

It is anticipated that future community park 
needs will be met by the proposed South Rogers 
Community Park.  Its location is illustrated on the 
System Plan, Figure 5.1.  

Regional Parks

Crow-Hassan Regional Park Reserve is a 2,600 
acre park primarily located in Hassan Township, 

on the banks of the Crow River and is owned and 
operated by Three Rivers Park District. The park is 
a major open space resource and contains wildlife 
habitat, trails for dog walking, horseback riding, and 
snowmobiling, group campsites, and a dog off-leash 
areas.  No new regional parks are anticipated in the 
immediate vicinity.

Athletic Facilities

Today, athletic facility needs are primarily located 
in shared school/city parks through partnerships 
between the City, School District 728, and Hassan 
Township.  The 2008 POST System Plan is 
dependent upon these partnerships remaining 
strong to meet future needs.  Therefore, preparing 
new or updating existing formal agreements for the 
planning, land acquisition, development, operations 
and maintenance of all joint-use facilities involving 
Rogers, Hassan Township and School District 728 is 
a top priority.  

In the near term, athletic facility demands can be met 
by the phased redevelopment of existing sites and 
facilities, focusing on improving larger complexes.  
Parks where extensive programmed youth athletics 
are proposed include:  Lynch Park, Rogers Junior 
High, Rogers Senior High, Hassan Elementary, and 
Rogers Elementary.  North Athletic Complex will be 
used for extensive youth and adult programming and 
limited youth athletic programming is envisioned 
for Fox Creek West Park.

Concentrating athletic facilities at a 
few large sites where facilities can be 

more effectively programmed  and 
maintained maximizes efficient use of 

land and economic resources.

It is anticipated that the planned South 
Rogers Community Park will serve 
resident’s community park needs in the 
southern area of the community.
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To meet future athletic facility needs, it is important 
to set aside land before acquisition opportunities 
are lost to development or become cost prohibitive.  
Therefore, the city should hold about 80 acres in 
reserve for future athletic fields.  The System Plan, 
Figure 5.1, highlights 3 possible sites appropriate for 
a future athletic field complex.

Natural Open Space 
(Greenway) System

The proposed natural open space system strives 
to preserve the highest quality and most unique 
landscape features in Rogers and Hassan Township 
in an interconnected system.  This system primarily 
relates to undeveloped areas within Hassan 
Township that are subject to annexation as Rogers 
expands.  The natural open space system consists 
of both public lands, which are held by the city or 
other public agency, and privately held lands that 
would be perpetually preserved as open space, most 
often though the use of conservation easements 
negotiated with developers and land owners as land 
is developed.  

The System Plan, Figure 5.1, illustrates opportunities 
to preserve natural open spaces as part of an 
interconnected greenway system.   Natural open 
space lands are identified under two zones, Natural 
Resource Protected Areas and Natural Resource 
Conservation Areas.   Natural Resource Protected 
Areas are water bodies and wetlands that have some 

level of protection under current regulatory controls 
and ordinances. Natural Resource Conservation 
Areas consist of wooded uplands, areas that support 
rare plant and animal species, floodplain areas, 
county ditches or streams, restored natural areas 
other significant natural areas, and linear corridors 
that link higher quality lands.  Development within 
the Natural Resource Conservation Area is allowed 
in accordance with city and township zoning codes, 
and beyond the requirements of these codes, the 
natural qualities of these lands are not protected 
today.  In order to protect this area, the city will 
have to rely on a variety of strategies beyond those 
typically used for acquiring individual parks, the 
most important being the incentives the city or 
township gives to landowners and developers in 
exchange for protecting these lands.  Land protection 
strategies could include regulatory land use controls 
such as the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision 
and Platting Ordinances, direct purchase of land, 
conservation easements, and overlay zoning.

Natural Resource Stewardship

As part of the 2008 POST System Plan, a natural 
resource stewardship plan was developed to guide 
management of natural resources in public parks 
and open space lands in a sustainable manner.  In 
this case, sustainability refers to having realistic 
goals about what can be achieved in restoration 
management not only from a scientific standpoint 

The natural open space system strives to 
preserve existing natural resources in a 
connected system to preserve community 
character, wildlife habitat and to provide 
opportunities for recreation.

One of the primary goals  of both 
Rogers’ and Hassan Township’s 

parks, trails and open space plans is 
to establish open space corridors  

that preserve   natural features 
and wildlife habitat and include 

recreational trails.
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but also within the human and economic resources 
the city has available.  

The stewardship plan promotes an ecosystem-based 
approach to managing natural systems to:

enhance the health of the ecosystems • 
in the city and township;

preserve and enhance the biological • 
diversity of native habitats;

to provide an appropriate balance • 
between resource preservation, 
recreational use, and development.

First steps in the stewardship of publicly held 
land center around inventorying specific sites 
and resources, creating measurable criteria for 
healthy ecological communities within the city, 
developing detailed stewardship plans for natural 
areas throughout the city, prioritizing lands for 
stewardship, establishing a 5-year budget for the 
stewardship program, and undertaking stewardship 
of priority sites.  

It is anticipated that much of the city’s future 
open space system will remain in private hands.  
Stewardship programs for these lands should be tied 
to the development planning process; programs on 
private land would be both defined and funded as 
part of the developer’s agreement with the city and 
should be consistent with city polices.  

In addition to restoration and preservation of 
land, maintaining buffers between built features 
and adjacent sensitive natural areas is essential to 
ensuring long term ecological quality, diversity 
and habitat value.  Other stewardship strategies 
that will protect natural resources include limiting  
habitat fragmentation to preserve wildlife habitat 
and managing stormwater across the city in an 
ecologically sound manner (using natural infiltration 
methods and preserving natural hydrology across 
the city as development occurs).

Trail sysTem

The planned future trail system is a greenway-
based trail system with destination trails integrated 
into the natural open space system.  A network of 
neighborhood trails and linking trails completes the 
system by connecting neighborhoods to destination 
trails, community destinations and trails in adjacent 
cities.  Suggested trail alignments are depicted on 
the POST System Master Plan, Figure 5.1.

Regional Trails

The 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan proposes two 
regional trails in Rogers: the Rush Creek Regional 
Trail and the Crow River Regional Trail (see Figure 
5.2 for the general alignment). In addition for 
being responsible for construction, operation and 
maintenance of these trails, Three Rivers Park District 
is responsible for determining the detailed alignment 

A combination of destination trails 
for recreation in a natural setting, 

linking trails that follow roadways, 
neighborhood trails that connect 

to recreation and linking trails, 
bikeways, and  nature trails are 

planned to provide a complete system 
for recreation and transportation.  

Sidewalks will complement the trail 
system.
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of both trails in consultation and coordination with 
the City of Rogers.

The Rush Creek Regional Trail, which will total 18 
miles, connects Crow-Hassan Park Reserve to Coon 
Rapids Dam Regional Park by way of Elm Creek 
Park Reserve. The Rush Creek Regional Trail Master 
Plan was approved by Three Rivers Park District in 
March 2008. In addition to acquiring property for 
trail construction, the Master Plan includes provision 
to acquire additional property for natural resource 
protection. 

The second regional trail is the Crow River Regional 
Trail, which is intended to generally follow the 
Crow River between Lake Rebecca, Crow-Hassan 
and Elm Creek Park Reserves. The master planning 
process for the Crow River Regional Trail is 
underway with an anticipated alignment being 
determined in 2009 or 2010. The proposed search 
area alignment generally follows the Crow River. 

Destination trails

Destination trails are paved trails located within a 
greenway, open space, park, parkway, or designated 
trail corridor. Because of their location in a natural 
setting and their emphasis on continuity they have 
high recreational value and become destinations 
unto themselves. Integrating destination trails into 
the fabric of the community as it is being developed 
is critical. Once development occurs, the likelihood 

Figure 5.2 
General 
Alignment of 
Regional Trails 
around Rogers.

* Rogers 
and Hassan 
Township’s City 
Boundary reflect 
conditions as of 
2008.
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of retrofitting these types of trails into a developed 
area is exceedingly difficult.

Neighborhood Trails

Neighborhood trails link residential areas to the core 
trail system. Since these trails are incorporated into 
development plans as they occur, the location of 
neighborhood trail connections are not shown on the 
POST System Master Plan map. Figure 5.3 illustrates 
the relationship between the destination trails and 
local neighborhood trails as shown on the POST 
System Master Plan map.

Linking Trails 

Linking trails emphasize safe travel for walking, 
cycling, and inline skating around the community. 
Linking trails are most often located within road 
rights-of-way or utility easements. Linking trails 
do provide recreational value, but not to the level 
of destination trails due to vehicular traffic (safety, 
noise, odors) and a less visually attractive setting. 
These are illustrated on the POST System Plan, 
Figure 5.1.

Nature Trails

Nature trails are commonly used in areas where 
harmony with the natural environment is 
emphasized. Nature trails are surfaced with native 
soils, turf, crushed aggregate, or other selected non-
asphalt or concrete surface.  Nature trails in Rogers 

are appropriate in three situations:

Secondary connections from a • 
neighborhood to the destination trail system 
through natural conservation areas or open 
spaces where a less developed trail corridor 
is more appropriate than a paved trail;

Within natural parks or preserve areas • 
for interpretation and general hiking;

Within Crow-Hassan Park Reserve as • 
defined in the master plan prepared 
by Three Rivers Park District.

Bikeways

On-road bikeways (i.e. bike lanes and bike routes) 
are paved segments of roadways that safely separate 
bicyclists from vehicular traffic. Complementing 
shared-use trails with on-road bikeways enhances 
the overall trail system by making it more complete 

Figure 5.3 Relationship Between Destination Trails and Neighborhood Trails

Destination trails 
shown on the POST 
System Plan, Figure 5.1, 
are complemented by 
neighborhood trails that link 
an individual development 
area or neighborhood to the 
larger trail system. Since 
these trails are incorporated 
into development plans 
as they occur, the location 
of neighborhood trail 
connections are not shown 
on the system map.

Existing trail at 137th Avenue East
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and user-friendly. For advanced bicyclists and some 
in-line skaters, bikeways are important conduits to 
longer routes outside of the city limits.

A bike lane is a designated portion of the roadway 
defined by striping, signing, and pavement markings 
for the exclusive use of bicyclists. A bike route is a 
shared portion of the roadway that provides some 
separation between motor vehicles and bicyclists, 
most often a paved shoulder with signage. In Rogers, 
bike routes are recommended given the character of 
the route and expected level of use.

The routes shown on Figure 5.1 follow main arteries 
through the city, create an on-street loop, and connect 
with the trail system in multiple locations.

Parking Areas/Trail heads

In the near-term, the development of stand-alone 
trailheads are not anticipated as being necessary  but 
local parks and schools should be defined on local 
park and trail maps as parking areas for trail users.  
In the long-term, stand-alone trailheads may be 
necessary in select locations where parking problems 
become a more significant issue.  

recreaTion Programming

Starting in 2007, the City of Rogers began offering city 
recreation programs to meet growing community 
needs.  The city’s programs will complement, 
expand upon, and on occasion, replace the programs 

provided through the school district and local 
recreation associations.  The near-term focus for city 
programs will be on providing basic services to build 
expertise, facilities and acquire needed equipment 
slowly, and manage the facilities’ infrastructure. 
Once this foundation is achieved, recreation 
program offerings should be increased to reach out 
to populations that are not served adequately by 
existing recreation programs.

imPlemenTaTion

The Rogers Parks, Open Space and Trail System Plan 
seeks to balance implementation among its primary 
components: recreation programming, natural 
open space and greenways, neighborhood parks, 
trails, natural resources stewardship, and athletic 
facilities. Investments must be made in a sustainable 
manner; that is, to a level that the community is 
willing to support the system. Care must be taken 
not to spread investment dollars too thinly across 
the entire system.  

Table 5.1 outlines top implementation priorities.  
Note that these priorities are not absolute; if an 
opportunity to implement a lower priority presents 
itself, the City should take advantage of it before the 
opportunity is lost.

The POST System Plan strives 
to balance implementation 

amongst its primary components: 
recreation programming, natural 

open space and greenways, 
neighborhood parks, trails, 

natural resources stewardship, 
and athletic facilities.
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Funding

The availability of funding to implement the 
System Plan will have direct impact on the level 
of development that can be undertaken. At the 
local level, the vast majority of direct funding will 
come through the park dedication fund, Capital 
Improvement Planning (CIP), local referendum, and 
partnerships with developers to set aside open space 
and provide long-term stewardship funding.

Capital Investment 
Funding Options

The park dedication fund provides funding for 
parks as long as community development continues 
to occur.  The city should regularly review its park 
dedication policy relative to park needs and land 
values. As justified, fees should be periodically 
adjusted to keep pace with park development costs.

Other funding options include:

The City’s Capital Improvement Planning, • 

Table 5.1: Implementation Priorities

Park dedication typically allows for the 
establishment of parks at the time of 
development.  Sunnyside Park in Rogers.
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which is funded by local taxes

Local referendum• 

Collaboration with the development • 
community for open space protection

Policies that frame and manage collaborative • 
funding efforts with local businesses, such 
as naming rights, should be considered. 

Donations• 

Use Fees• 

Grants• 

Partnerships• 

Operations and Maintenance 
Funding
In general, funding for operations and maintenance 
is covered through the city’s yearly budget. The most 
critical aspect of operations and maintenance funding 
is that it keeps pace with the overall development 
of the system. To ensure that this happens, the City 
should define potential increases in operations and 
maintenance costs as part of all capital improvement 
projects and budget for these costs accordingly.

goals and Policies

Goals and policies are intended to guide future 
decision making regarding parks, trails, open space 

and recreation facilities.  These goals and policies are 
based on those established in the 2008 Parks, Open 
Space and Trail System Plan.

 
Parks, athletic Facilities, open 
space, and Trail system Plan

Goal 1: To implement the POST System Plan.

Policies:

  The POST System Plan shall be used 1.1
to guide park, athletic facility, and 
trail development within Rogers

  All development shall be consistent with 1.2
the POST System Plan, unless approved 
otherwise by Park And Recreation 
Advisory Board and City Council action

 Review and updating of the POST 1.3
System Plan shall be undertaken as 
warranted; revisions should be made 
based on documented changes in 
community needs, unique conditions, or 
unforeseen circumstances/opportunities

 Residents shall be given an opportunity 1.4
to participate in the planning process 
(i.e., through needs assessment studies, 
neighborhood meetings, etc.) to ensure that 
their needs are understood and acted upon

Goals and Policies are intended to 
guide future decision making.  The 
goals and policies presented  here 

are based on those found in the  city’s 
2008 Parks, Open Space and Trail 

System Plan.
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Parks and open space acquisition 
and development

Goal 2: To provide residents with parks and natural 
areas for recreational uses, protection of the natural 
environment, as visual/physical buffering of land 
development, and as a means to maintain the sense 
of place, ambiance, appearance, and history of the 
community.  

Policies:

The City shall reserve the right to acquire 2.1 
land within all development areas for park, 
natural open space, and trail purposes

Parkland dedication policies and 2.2 
ordinances shall be used by the City to 
require each developer (of all land use 
categories) to dedicate land or, at the 
discretion of the City, an equivalent cash 
value contribution for parks and open 
space acquisition and development

Parks, natural resource areas, and 2.3 
related recreation facilities shall be 
acquired and developed by the City 
in accordance with the system plan

Alternatives to direct acquisition of property 2.4 
shall be used where appropriate to set aside 
land for park and open space purposes; 
this includes conservation easements and 
other means as defined by the system plan

Acquisition of specific parcels of land for 2.5 
park uses shall be based on the quality 
of the land and natural resource, its 
suitability for the desired uses, and its 
location as defined in the system plan (or 
accepted alternative); undesirable land 
parcels with limited park and natural 
resource value shall not be accepted

A reasonable effort shall be made to 2.6 
eliminate physical barriers that deter 
individuals from using parks and 
recreation facilities; barrier-free design 
principles shall be applied in accordance 
with accepted guidelines and laws

Design and maintenance procedures 2.7 
shall be consistent with industry 
standards; design and maintenance of 
all parks and recreation facilities shall 
emphasize high quality and user safety

The Park and Recreation Advisory 2.8 
Board and city staff shall review all 
development plans that impact parkland, 
natural open space and trail corridor 
dedication, acquisition, and development
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restrooms, parking, shelters, etc.)

Trail design shall be sensitive to the natural 3.6 
environment and character of the area

Trails shall be designed to be accessible 3.7 
wherever feasible given the specific setting

Trails shall be constructed to require 3.8 
minimal maintenance and limit vandalism

Screening and buffering shall be 3.9 
provided where necessary along trail 
corridors to provide a physical and 
psychological separation between 
the trail and adjacent uses

Motorized vehicles shall be 3.10 
prohibited on trails unless required 
for maintenance and safety

natural resources stewardship

Goal 4: To provide for the preservation and 
conservation of interconnected ecological systems 
and natural resources to maintain and enhance the 
character of the community; to encourage orderly 
and sequential growth within the community and 
in harmony with the natural environment; and to 
ensure sustainable and desirable natural resource 
areas and ecological systems are protected and 
managed within the city.

Trail corridors acquisition 
and development

Goal 3: To provide residents with an interconnected 
trail system for recreation and transportation and as 
a means to tie parks and open spaces together. 

Policies:

Trail easement policies and ordinances 3.1 
shall be used to require developers 
to dedicate land for the core system 
of trails and provide access from 
new subdivisions to those trails

Trail corridors shall be developed 3.2 
in conjunction with and integral 
to future developments, parks, 
greenways, and roadway projects 
as defined by the system plan

The trail system shall be developed 3.3 
to minimize conflicts between 
pedestrians and vehicles

Trail types, development standards, and 3.4 
general location shall be in accordance 
with the system plan and accommodate 
a range of activities (i.e., walking, 
hiking, bicycling, and inline skating)

Trail support facilities should be provided 3.5 
as warranted (including trail signage and 
striping, benches, picnic tables, bridges, 

Rogers hopes to preserve healthy 
ecological systems through sound natural 
resources stewardship practices.
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Policies and ordinances protecting natural 4.5 
resources and ecological systems within 
the city shall be reviewed, including 
the review of wetland and shoreland 
management policies to ensure that they 
are consistent with accepted statewide 
standards and requirements; a water 
quality management plan shall also be 
developed and implemented by the City

Property owners and local business 4.6 
community shall be encouraged to preserve 
the natural character of their properties

community Participation 
and Partnerships

Goal 5: To establish an effective, ongoing means 
of communicating and interacting with residents 
about issues related to parks and recreation facilities, 
programs, and future development and to provide 
residents with the opportunity to participate in 
recreational activities and programs through the 
City and various civic and volunteer organizations.

Policies:

Information sharing and education 5.1 
programs shall be used as needed 
to enhance participants/ residents 
knowledge of the existing programs 
and facilities (e.g., community 
newspaper/ activities brochure, etc.).

Policies:

A well-defined natural resources 4.1 
stewardship plan shall be implemented 
for the purpose of enhancing and 
protecting the natural resources and 
ecological systems within the city

Residents shall be educated and informed 4.2 
about ecological issues so that they 
better understand the importance of 
restoration and management programs 
and their role in protecting the natural 
resources of the community

Natural resource areas may, at the 4.3 
discretion of the City, be set aside (through 
direct purchase, developer’s agreements, 
conservation easements, or by other means) 
to preserve the natural character of the 
community; these areas shall be considered 
as desirable additions to, rather than 
substitutes for, other types of parkland

Natural resource areas shall be defined 4.4 
to include all lands that are considered 
by the City to be natural amenities and/
or of ecological significance; land areas 
exhibiting steep slopes and other non-
buildable features may, at the City’s 
discretion, be set aside as natural 
resource areas and included as part of 
the park, greenway, and trail system

Partnerships with the school district are 
essential for providing recreation facilities 
for the community. Rogers High School 
shown above.
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and the local recreational program providers, local 
school district, adjacent cities and township, county, 
churches, and civic organizations.

Policies:

A cooperative effort shall be undertaken 6.1 
between all partners to encourage 
the optimal use of limited resources 
and minimize duplication of park 
sites, facilities, and services

All agreements - although intended 6.2 
to be fair and equitable to all 
partners - shall be made in the best 
interest of the City of Rogers

Clearly defined joint-use agreements 6.3 
and policies shall be formally 
adopted between all partners

Where feasible, new facilities shall 6.4 
be planned in consideration of 
the needs of other partners

Where feasible, new facilities shall 6.5 
be located adjacent to property 
owned by other partners to facilitate 
shared use and programming

Ongoing information sharing, 6.6 
communication, and interaction between 
all partners shall be undertaken to promote 
each one’s system and programs

Community participation and interaction 5.2 
shall be promoted to determine the 
needs and desires of the residents; 
periodically scheduled public meetings, 
needs assessment surveys, neighborhood 
meetings, focus groups, interviews, 
etc., shall be used as tools to assess 
the needs of the community

The formation of athletic/youth/civic 5.3 
groups and associations shall be promoted 
to assist in the continued development 
of recreation programs and facilities

Residents and Park And Recreation 5.4 
Advisory Board shall work together 
to define park facilities and programs 
that are needed, can be provided, 
and what residents can do to 
assist (e.g., Adopt-A-Park)

Volunteerism to assist in park 5.5 
improvements, maintenance and recreation 
programs shall be promoted through 
the development of various volunteer 
programs (e.g., Adopt-A Park, etc.)

Partnerships

Goal 6: To maximize the parks, facilities and 
recreational program opportunities available to 
residents through the development of fair and 
equitable working partnerships between the City 
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The City shall appoint a staff person to be 6.7 
responsible for coordinating facility use 
and program development; each partner 
shall be encouraged to do the same

Funding

Goal 7: To secure the funding necessary to carry 
out the mission of the Rogers Parks, Natural Open 
Space/Greenways, and Trail System Plan. 

Policies:

All forms of funding for implementing 7.1 
the system plan shall be pursued on an 
ongoing basis and in a time frame consistent 
with community need and development

The use of public-private partnerships 7.2 
shall be maximized to help fund or defer 
costs to implement the system plan, 
with specific emphasis on the use of 
conservation development approaches 
to planning to maximize public values

A complete analysis of financing 7.3 
mechanisms available to the City for 
implementation of the system plan shall be 
undertaken and updated on a periodic basis

A review of the park and trail 7.4 
dedication formula and program fees 
(resident and non-resident) shall be 
undertaken on an annual basis

A priority ranking system and 7.5 
implementation plan shall be prepared 
that prioritizes future improvements 
(where future costs can be reasonably 
projected) and serves as the basis for the 
Capital Improvements Program (CIP)

Shared-cost and joint-use agreements 7.6 
between the City and any partners shall be 
reviewed on an annual basis to determine 
if they are equitable, cost effective, and 
address exposures for each other 

recreation Programs

Goal 8: Working with local recreational program 
providers, the City will strive to provide residents 
with the facilities for and the opportunity to 
participate in recreation activities and programs 
through well-designed, effective, and interesting 
recreation programs for all age groups and a wide 
range of interests.

Policies:

In cooperation with other program 8.1 
providers, standards shall be established 
that apply uniformly to all programs, 
sites, and facilities and shall include: a) 
identification of the recreational program 
objectives and related facility needs 
for specific activities; b) ensuring that 
adequate support of local recreation 
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providers is in place for program 
viability and success; and c) undertaking 
a seasonal review of the effectiveness 
of City support for each recreational 
program that uses local public facilities

In concert with program providers, 8.2 
leadership and conduct guidelines for each 
activity and program shall be developed 
defining acceptable and appropriate actions 
and behavior of individuals responsible 
for overseeing specific programs and 
activities that use city parks and facilities

An ongoing communication strategy 8.3 
shall be established between the City and 
program providers to encourage across-
the-board collaboration among providers, 
broaden recreation interests, and track 
demand/recreation trends affecting the city

The City shall encourage all program 8.4 
providers to provide an equal 
opportunity to participate in recreation


